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Introduction:

Good morning! First and foremost, I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to good friends of mine, Rev. Makito Morishima, Rev. Akira
Takahashi, and Rev. Sayuri Watanabe, and also to all the elders and members of this congregation for giving me this great opportunity to
share the word of God with you in this special worship service.
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August is the month that many churches in Japan are commemorating Peace Sundays, remembering the awful experience of one and
only country in the world until now that has suffered from atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. With a great commitment, the
Japanese people are determined to deter any such kind of nuclear atrocities against nations and humanity by strongly saying with
conviction, “Never again!” It’s a great privilege indeed to deliver the message on peace in this worship service.
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And I also would like to express my deep appreciation for your love and prayers, concerns and support that you have never failed
towards the suffering people of Myanmar, who have suffered from the double blow, namely the pandemic and the coup de tat. Life has
been so difficult for the people in Myanmar for now as the suffering has continued for three years without a break.
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The situation keeps deteriorating with the increase of IDPs (now about nearly 2 million), poverty, inflation, crimes, destruction of
livelihoods by bombing, burning, killing, raping, intimidating and arresting people day after day. The scarcity of basic commodities, such
as rice and basic food stuffs, and medicines made people to live in despair, despondency, and depression. In Myanmar, the loss of lives,
livelihoods, freedom are now daily experiences of the people. Positive peace or Biblical shalom is nowhere to find!
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In such a context, how can I bring a message of “Peaceable Kindom,” not a Kingdom though, to you? For me, in the context of my
country’s past and now at present, the word Kingdom sounds too dynastic, machoistic, chauvinistic, with the sense of power and control.
People those who have power and control to oppress, repress, and suppress, people those who believe that might is right, have made the
situation as the prophet lamented, “Peace, peace where there is no peace.” Well, as a believer in God, the God of peace, for me peace is
different from quietism, far from being silenced by means of intimidation, fear, and death.
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God’s peace is never passive, but active, thriving, flourishing for the sake of the betterment of the people, regardless of race, age, gender,
status, etc. For me, and probably for us as Christians, peace in never an achievement, but an aspiration, God’s peace is dynamic, not
static. Shalom, biblically understood, is utopia, a process moving from one stage of goodness to another against all odds.
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Once in the past, but not long past, Society of International Law in London, announced that during the last 4000 years there had been
only 268 years of peace in spite of good peace treaties. In the last three centuries, i.e. in the last 300 years, there were 286 wars on the
continent of Europe alone. The present war in Ukriane by Russian invasion is not included.
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A former president of the Norwegian Academy of Sciences, and historians from England, Egypt, Germany, and India have come up with
startling information:
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e Since 3600 BC, the world has known only 292 years of peace.
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e  During this period there have been 14351 wars, large and small, in which 3.64 billion people were killed.
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e  The value of the property destroyed would pay for a golden belt around the globe 97.2 miles wide and 32 feet thick.
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e The personnel Journal reported this incredible statistic: since the beginning of recorded history, the entire world has been at
peace less than 8% of the time.
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e  Moreover, in excess of 8000 peace treaties were made just to be broken.
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When [ was young, we used to sing a song of peace in Latin words, “Dona Nobis Pacem,” meaning “Give me peace.” Nowadays, it is not too
often sung or even heard. | wonder why. And just in recent weeks, a repetition of deadly fighting occurred between the Israelis and the
Palestinians in Gaza. Never ending hostilities between the kin of the Middle East. Thus, something popped up in my mind. It was about
the longest prayer of peace in the world is a prayer for the peace of Jerusalem.
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Then, what do we do in the anticipation of the Peaceable Kindom?
Here, I just want to quote the word of A. ]. Musta, “There is no way to peace, peace is the way.” A resonance to Jesus’ words, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life,” as Jesus is attributed as the “Prince of Peace.”
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In one of our today’s readings, Apostle Paul urges, “Let us therefore make every effort to lead to peace and to mutual edification.”
Hence, in our societies, denial of violence or evil is not enough, but doing good is necessary.
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I would like to tell you the excerpt of one of the sermons delivered by Thich Nhat Hanh, a world renown Buddhist monk of peace from
Vietnam, exiled in France:
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“The other day, during a Dharma talk, children were sitting in front of me. There was a boy smiling beautifully. Tim was his name. I said,
‘Tim, you have a very beautiful smile.” And he said, ‘Thank you.’ I said, ‘No, you don’t have to thank me. I have to thank you. Because of
your smile, you make life more beautiful. So, instead of saying thank you, you should say, ‘You are welcome.’
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When I see Tim, I'm so happy. If he is aware of the fact, that he is making other people happy, he can say, ‘You are welcome.” If a child
smiles, if adult smiles, that is very important. If in our daily life we can smile, if we can be peaceful and happy, not only we but all the
members of our families will profit from it, living peacefully, joyfully, smiling.
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The world around us will also benefit from it. That is the most basic kind of peace work.” And Thich Nhat Hanh continued, “During a
recent retreat, one friend asked this hard question, ‘How can [ smile when I'm in full of sorrow? It’s like forcing myself to smile. That is
not natural.” Maybe some of you think the same. My answer was, ‘you should be able to smile at your sorrow, because you are more than
your sorrow.”
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Very simple, but a great wisdom. That’s what exactly Paul says in Romans 8:37, “We are more than conquerors through Him who loved

»

us.
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In anticipation of peaceable kindom, as the kin are we, must do something to make it realized. Maybe, even a smile could be a great
encouragement to the traumatized, a tiny act of love can be an enormous strength for a depressed to live, just a word of prayer in faith
can be a tremendous force for the depressed to rise.
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In the same manner, Apostle Paul persuades, in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”
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How do we attain peace?
Before we try to delineate the sophistication of peace theologically be expounding the biblical texts, I would say it is as simple as this, “Not
be demanding but by offering something that we have.”
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Is it really right that we demand peace from someone else, from the rulers, the regimes, or from any powers that be? Is it realistic? Or,
even ought to from those whose peace is termed with conditions and/or conceit?
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As Christians, for the way of Christ is not to demand, but to offer peace. In John 14:27, Jesus says, “My peace I give unto you ...” I think
that is exactly the way of his church, i.e., to offer peace.
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Whenever we partake the Holy Communion, we always tend to remember that this way of Jesus is the way of the Cross, from Gethsemane
to the palace of Pilate and Herod, and to the court of the High Priest, thence to Calvary. That means offering peace even by means of one’s
own suffering, of course, in the case of Jesus, precarious suffering.
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Maurine S. Friedman, a member of Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR), a conscientious objector in the WWII argues, “The decisive test of
kinship (cf. brotherhood) is not within the community but at the boundary between community and community, people and people,
church and church, for this the place where diversity of kin and mind is felt most strongly.”
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It is true that real peace exists neither within the individual nor in the harmony of the social order but in the meeting between persons,
the encounter between groups. In such a meeting, it is possible for creation to be completed, evil redeemed, conflict reconciled, and
hostility overcome.
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When God promised to make Abraham “a great nation,” said the Rabbi of Apt, the Evil Urge whispered to him, “A great nation—that means
power, that means possessions!” But Abraham laughed at him saying, “I understand better than you,” he said. “A great nation means a
people that sanctifies the name of God!”
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In the words of Martin Buber, a Peace theologian, famous of “I-Thou” relationship, “The Peacemaker is God’s fellow worker.”
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In conclusion, I'd like to tell you one of my favorite inspirations of peace.
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Pablo Picasso, a famous Spanish painter, made a painting and named it “Peace.” In this drawing, children are playing, young men and
women are dancing while musicians are playing music, elderly people are eating, drinking and having fellowship.
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All are wearing smiles, enjoying every moment of that evening on the carpet of green grass by a flowing stream. And there are also some
things extraordinary - fish from the stream are flying in the air, birds, not of water, are swimming in the stream.
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A young man approached and asked Picasso, why some things unnatural are in the painting although it is understandable the people are
enjoying the moment peacefully and happily, but unnatural that fish are flying, and birds are swimming. Picasso responded, “Yes, you are
right! But when the peace comes, even nature can change and becomes unnatural, the impossible becomes possible.”
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In fact, much, much earlier than Picasso, it was mentioned in the Bible as Isaiah’s vision and the Psalmist as well (Is. 2:4, 11:6-9, 35:1-2,
5-10; Psalm 107:35-43) about the unnatural becomes natural, the impossible becomes possible, when God’s peace is realized.
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This is the peace that the world is longing for, the Myanmar people are anticipating. Yes, it is possible. Yes, it will be fulfilled when the kin
come together, work together, and build together in the spirit of kinship. God’s promise of peace shall prevail
Thank you and God bless you all. Shalom!
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